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Forsyth County Arts Alliance 2026 Grant Cycle

The Forsyth County Arts Alliance, a fund of the North Georgia Community Foundation,
announces the availability of funds for distribution in 2026, and invites application for
these funds by local/regional arts providers. Please read the following guidelines carefully.

Eligibility for funding:

1. The arts project, program, or event must occur between July 1, 2026 and August 31,
2027 and must benefit the residents of Forsyth County, Georgia.

2. Only qualified tax exempt organizations and governmental entities are permitted to
be the direct recipient of the grant funds.

3. Previous FCAA grant award recipients must have submitted a complete End of Grant
Report Form.

4. NEW for 2026 All applicants are required to attend one of two available information
meetings OR view the meeting recording.

What FCAA grants do NOT TYPICALLY fund:
® Debtreduction

K Individuals -- e.g., scholarships to attend skill-building workshops or seminars;
artistic endeavors by an individual

B Presentations that areasonable person could consider objectionably offensive
X Lobbying or electioneering activities

K Recurring operational costs such as rent, utilities, staff salaries, etc.

Grant Proposal Review Criteria:

X Artistic and administrative capability of the applicant to complete the project. (20%)



e Artistic merit, significance, impact, or educational benefit of the proposal to the
community (30%).

o Appropriateness of budget to proposed programming, project or event. (20%)

e Level of community involvement, including financial and in-kind contributions and
volunteer involvement. (20%)

¢ Promotional opportunity afforded to the FCAA as a result of its support. (10%)

2025 Grant Application Timeline
e March 2nd-Grant Cycle opens
¢ March 4th-Information meeting (virtual) at 7pm ZOOM LINK
e April 2nd-Information meeting (virtual) at 10am ZOOM LINK
e April 13th-Letters of Intent due by 5pm
e May 11th-Grant Applications due by 5pm

e Mid-July—-Grant Award Decisions announced

Application Guidelines

Applicants must submit a complete and timely proposal. The application deadline for 2026
is May 11th at 5pm.

A complete proposal consists of the following:

1. Completed and signed application (online application will be linked from the FCAA
website on March 2nd when the grant cycle opens).

2. Proposal narrative—Please briefly describe:
a. Organizational goals and mission

b. Project, program or event for which you are requesting funds


https://us06web.zoom.us/j/85406092975?pwd=bjbEIGGre6GGuBfzbjxTq3XQbTbkQh.1
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/89097563237?pwd=0KXbOkrrJrjbmHEEPkg7TtZpUcaKD6.1

C. Qualifications and background for providing this project, program or event (This
should also include qualifications for collaborating providers)

d. Timeline for implementation

e. Statement of collaborative partnerships, volunteer involvement and/or in-kind
contributions

f. How this project, program or event will benefit the residents of Forsyth County,
Georgia and meet the mission of FCAA.

3. Current budget for organization AND for your specific project, program or event. This
should include list/statement of major contributors and amounts given.

4. Mostrecent year-end financial statements (balance sheet, profit and loss
statement, etc.)

5. Listof the Board of Directors for your organization including names and occupations
and/or community affiliations.

6. Copy of IRS 501(c)3 Letter of Determination (or, in the case of government, a letter
stating that signature is provided by an authorized employee of the applicant
organization) AND copy of most recent 990 Form. In order to be considered for
funding, applicant organization must submit this documentation at the time of grant
submission.

7. Letter(s) of commitment from any significant project partner(s)

8. Any additional support material that specifically addresses the artistic merit of your
proposal

Sign the application and submit it online at the North Georgia Community Foundation web
portal by the deadline of 5pm on May 11th. You will receive an email reply confirming
receipt of your application.

Note that a single grant generally will not be awarded for more than 50% of the total budget
for any given project, program or event nor shall a single grant generally exceed $10,000 in
2026.



Grant awardees may expect to receive funding in full by late July 2026 unless otherwise

arranged. End of Grant Reports will be required of all grant awardees with reporting forms
on the same web portal used for the online grant application.

If you have questions, please contact FCAA at info@focoartsalliance.org.

About the Forsyth County Arts Alliance:

Our Mission: Believing that a vibrant arts culture is vital to a thriving community, FCAA

enriches the arts through strategic support and financial stewardship in perpetuity.

Our Objectives:

To develop a broad and diverse audience base for the arts.

To increase opportunities for Forsyth County arts-providing organizations to
perform, present and exhibit.

To support programs that are reflective of Forsyth County's diverse cultural heritage

To increase the artistic, management, marketing and fundraising capacity of local
arts organizations.

To support projects with a plan for self-sufficiency.

To establish FCAA as an important contributor to the arts community in Forsyth
County.

Background:



The Forsyth County Arts Alliance, a fund of the North Georgia Community Foundation, was
created by proceeds from the sale of the Sawnee Arts Center in 2005. These funds have
been placed in an endowment, with management and investment services provided
through the North Georgia Community Foundation.

A local Board of Directors representing business and community leadership is responsible
for the stewardship of the endowment and for making recommendations for the
distribution of funds. The first funds were awarded and used for local projects in 2008. The
FCAA continues its mission of supporting the arts in Forsyth County and plans to do so for
generations to come.



